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Creating learning communities... where students are engaged and successful 

 

March 15, 2020 
 
In light of the Governor’s announcement, I am writing to inform families that schools will be closing to students at 
the end of the school day on Tuesday--per order of the Governor. We anticipate schools to remain closed through 
at least April 6th. These are unprecedented times, and we are navigating uncharted waters. First and foremost, I 
want to acknowledge the sadness and uncertainty we all feel at this time. This is not the school year that any of us 
had hoped for, but working together we will get through this challenge. For educators, the joy of working with 
students is what brought us to this profession. It is what drives us on a daily basis. We also know that for students 
and families, the social fabric of school is incredibly important developmentally, academically, and practically.   
 
First and foremost, student attendance at school on Monday and Tuesday is a family decision. For these two days, 
OESU district attendance procedures will be waived, and no student will be penalized for not attending. 
 
At this point, we all have many questions about what the coming weeks will look like. We will be working diligently 
to get guidance out to staff and families in the coming days. Our goal, initially, will be to provide families with 
materials to maintain current learning, with the goal of moving towards continuation of learning as time 
progresses. The education provided in our classrooms by highly trained teachers, can’t be replicated remotely, but 
we will do our best to provide resources and options for families and students. Please know that we are working 
across school and district boundaries to shape this work as a State.  
 
A key priority for OESU is continuing to feed our students. We are working with food service providers and our 
transportation providers to create an infrastructure to continue school meals during school closure. More details 
will be shared as they are firmed up. We will also work with our local partners Little Rivers and Clara Martin to 
provide support for families.  
 
Thetford will be holding an in-service day tomorrow, and all other schools in OESU will still have a two-hour 
delayed start--so that staff may have time to prep materials for students. All schools will be in session on Tuesday. 
School buildings will close to students at the end of the school day on Tuesday. 
 
OESU leadership and building principals will be meeting on Wednesday and Thursday to continue to plan for 
operational functions moving forward. Staff will be working on Friday to plan and support instruction and 
operations. The details of those work days will be shared as they are developed, and will take into the account the 
health and safety of our employees, and will involve options for remote work. 
 
We will be in touch with further details soon. When all of this is behind us, it will be impossible to know if we 
overreacted or did too much, but it will be quite apparent if we do too little to curb the spread of COVID-19. Take 
care of each other and yourselves during this time.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
Emilie Knisley 

Superintendent of Schools 
 


